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REPORT FOR 19 2 5. 


TO i= 
The Chairman and Members of the DORCHESTER 


RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


"The Laurels” 


Dorehester. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Annual Report for this year is a SURVEY 
REPORT as defined in the instructions issued by the 
Minister of Health in Decr., 1921. - 


1. - GENERAL STATISTICS. 


UAE SO: seem eaie oe 
Area - (acres) ¥ ~~ 68,062 
Population (census 1921 ) = 8,809 

. (estimated 1925) .. 8,808 os 


Number of Inhabited Houses (1921) 2,010 


* * Pamilies or separate 
occupiers (no returns) - 


Rateable Value (on 1st April,1924) £80,463. 
Sum represented by a penny rate — £335. 5. 3. 
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2. - VITAL STATISTICS. 


Total. Males. Females. 


BIRTHS. Legitimate ma 131 58 73 
Illegitimate nee 9 6 3 
DEATHS. -* Pe 90 45 45 


Number of Women dying in, or in consequence 
of Childbirth:— from sepsis - Nil 


* other causes 1 


Deaths of Infanta wmder One Year of Age — 


per 1,000 births i 57 1 
Deaths from Measles (all Ages) -— Nil 
” “ Whooping Cough .. - Nil 
. “ Diarrhoea (under 2 yrs. 
of Age) - Wil 
Birth-rate ~ 15.8 
Death-rate - 10.2 


CAUSES of DEATH in the DORCHESTER RURAL DISTRICT. 
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Tuberculosis of respiratory system 5 3 


Other tuberculous diseases es 2 ~ 
Cancer, malignant disease oe 3 6 
Cerebral haemorrhage 2 5 7 
Heart Disease . 2 °° 10 8 
Arterio-Selerosis e* e* - 2 
Bronchitis ee o. 2 2 
Pneumonia (ali forms) a 1 3 
Appendicitis a ue 2 - 
Accidents of pregnancy -  ) 
aeneseananepediianla spots} oe - 1 
Congenital debility, malfor-—) 
mation, etc. .. a 3 3 
Suicide ee «* os 1 - 
Other Deaths from Violence es 1 1 
_" defined Diseases ee ) 8 
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The amount of Poor Law Relief expended in this rural 
district during 1925 was £2540. 


The extent to which the Dorset County Hospital is utilised 
may be seen from the following figures:- 


In-patients. Out—patients. 
. Gases admitted ) 


during 1925 ) a 600 632 
A detailed summary is given wder this head in the Annual 
Report for the Borough of Dorchester. 


No conditions of occupation or environment appear to have 


peen specially prejudicial to health. 


In January Chicken-pox was prevalent among children at 
Charminster & Bradford Peverell: Measles at Winterborne 
Abbas: and Whooping Cough at West Knighton. 

Mumps was prevalent in April at Bockhampton and in July 
at Charminster & Tolpuddle. 

There was Whooping Cough at Monkton in October. 
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HOSPITALS PROVIDED or SUBSIDISED by the LOCAL 
AUTHORITY or by the COUNTY COUNCIL. 


(1) PUBEROULOSIS. - The Nirvana Home, Parkstone, with 21 
beds and Beckford Lodge, Warminster, with 25 beds take 
eases from this district. They are both provided by the 


Dorset Coimty Commcil. 


(2) MATERNITY. — The Committee of the Dorset Cowumty Hos- 
pital have agreed to take in 12 Maternity cases per annum 
commencing 1st Jan., 1922, for the sum of £112. 10. 0. = 
The cases are sent in on the recommendation of the County 


Medical Officer of Health. 


(3) CHILDREN. — None — except the children's ward at 
the Dorset County Hospital. 


(4) PEVER. - In May, 1921, arrangements were made with 
the Weymouth Corporation for admission and treatment of 
eases of Infectious Disease (other than Small—pox) in 
their Isolation Hospital at Radipole, near Weymouth. 

It is hoped that in the near future arrangements will be 
completed whereby cases from this district will be admitted 
to the Borough Isolation Hospital at Dorchester. 
Cases are moved there in a motor ambulance. 
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(5) SMALL-POX. — Arrangements have been concluded for 
the use of the Baiter Hospital, Poole, for the reception 
of Small-—pox cases in this district. 


OTHER (a) The Dorset Comty Hospital with 60 beds 
(supported by voluntary contributions and small fees 
“from the patients) admits cases from this district. 

(b) The Poor Law Institution Infirmary admits 
_ Gases of poor people who are mable to be properly nursed 
at their homes. Both are situated within the borough of 


Dorchester. 


INSTITUTIONAL PROVISION for UNMARRIED MOTHERS, etc. 
None other than the Poor Law Infirmary or the 


Nerset County Hospital (under the above-named arrangements). 


AMBULANCE FACILITIES:— 


(a) For Infectious cases. The Weymouth Corpora- 
tion provide a Motor Ambulance for removal of Infectious 
disease cases. 

(bo) For non—infectious and accident cases, the 
Derset County Hospital provides a motor ambulance at the 
Hospital. There is also a motor ambulance provided by the 
St. John Ambulance Brigade, Dorchester Division that can 
be hired for a small fee. 
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CLINICS and TREATMENT CENTRES:- There is no Maternity and 
Child Welfare Centre in this District. 


Children are taken in some cases to the Dorchester 
Centre. No Day Nursery or School Clinic is provided. 
Cases for treatment of all forms of Tuberculosis attend 
the Dispensary at Weymouth. 

A Venereal Diseases’ Clinic (for Males and Pemales) is 
held twice weekly at the Dorset Soumty Hospital and 
provided by the Dorset Comty Coumcil. This is within 


easy reach of this district. 
PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS of the LOCAL AUTHORITY. 
{a) Whole-time Officers - None. 


(>) Part-time Officers:— 
¢. D. Day, M.A., D-P.H., ete. Medical 
Officer of Health -— M.O.H. Borough of 
Dorchester. . 
M.O. Fordington District and P.O. 
Salary contribution is made wmder the 
Public Health Act. - 


Fr. T. Maltby, Member Royal San. Inst., 


Sanitary Inspector. - 
(conta. ) 
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No other Public appointment. 
Salary contribution under the Public 
Health Aet. 


PROFESSIONAL NURSING in the HOME:— No nurses are pro- 
vided by the County Council or Local Authority for this 
district. There are 5 district nurses who attend the 


poor in their homes. 


MIDWIVES:— There is no employment of, or subsidy to, 
practising midwives, by the Public health authority. 
There are 8 midwives practising in the district:- 


Miss Edwards, Constance, "Fernside", Broadmayne, Dorset. 
Mrs. Lane, Minnie Maria, Winterborne Abbas, Dorchester. 


Miss Surridge, Emma, "The Firs", Dewlish, Dorchester. 
Mrs. Stemp, Frances E., Kingston’ Park, Dorchester. 
Miss Jones, E.A., Wrackleford, Dorchester. 

Mrs. Dunn, Amelia Jane, Bradford Peverell, Dorset. 
Mies Carnell, Elsie, Post Office, Puddletown. 


Miss Porch, Frances A., Nurses' Cottage, Maiden Newton. 


CHEMICAL WORK:— 
The Sale of Food and Drugs' Acts are administered by the 
Police, and samples are analysed by the County Analyst. 
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fhe following is a Statement of the SAMPLES taken in 
THIS DISTRICT during the Year:- 


SAMPLE. No. IF ADULTERATED. 
Butter oe 1 — 
Camphorated 0i1 1 - 
Ege Substitute.. 2 = 
Plain Flour - a 1 - . 
Jam... int 2 (1) Yes. 
Lard ee ee 2 = 
Marmalade ae 1 - 
Milk oe a = - 
Mincemeat a 1 ~ 

1 oe 


Mustard in 


ADULTERATED SAMPLE... ACTION TAKEN, 


Jam — Vendor Cautioned. - 


LIST of ADOPTIVE ACTS, BYE-LAWS, and LOCAL REGULATIONS 
REFERRING to the PUBLIC HEALTH, IN FORCE in THIS DISTRICT:- 


Bye-laws as to rew buildings (with reference 
only to ventilation of, and space around, buildings) 
were sanctioned by the L.G.B. in 1899. — 


The following Acts have been sadopted:-— 
Infectious Disease (Notification) Act, 1889 - 
11. 
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‘Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act, 1890 


Public Health Acts, Amendment Act, 1890 - 
Part 111 - and the following parts of the 
Public Health Acts, Amendment Act of 1907 


+ 


vizi- 


Part 111. - sections 34, 35 (modified), 36, 37, 
45, 46, 49, and 50 — and 

Part 1V. - sections 52 to 58, 59 (modified), - 
60 to 66 and 68. — 


MILK —-— (MOTHERS' and CHILDREN) Order, 1918. - 
WATER The following villages sre supplied by piped 


water:— Little Toller, Steepleton, Maiden 
Newton, Frome Vauchurch, Wynford Eagle and 

' Longbredy. - 

The remaining districts are supplisd by shallow-— 
type wells. The water is sufficient and good. 
The water from two wells was analysed and found 
unfit for consumption and the wells closed, pure 
water being obtained from another well. None of 


the water is liable to plumbo-solvent action. 
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RIVERS and No action has been taken with regard to pol- 
lution of rivers. 
DRAINAGE and There are no drainage schemes in this district. 
SEWERAGE. 
The larger houses have a water carriage sys- 


tem leading to cesspocls: the emaller houses 


have earth closets. 


SCAVENGING is not undertaken ty the Local Authority. 


There is no destructor for refuse. 


CLOSET AC 
COMMODATION. 
No. of Water-Closets a a 352 
(earth closets 1502 
* * gonservancy system( 
closets (privies .. se 
No. converted during the 
year from privies to 
earth closets ) as nil 


WORK of SANITARY INSPECTOR under Article 
XX. of the SANITARY INSPECTOR'S (0UT- 
SIDE LONDON) ORDER, 1910 — 


SANITARY INSPECTOR'S STATEMENT :— 


No. of Inspections cm 70 
e ® Informal Notices .. 19 
° complied with —- a7 
* of Statutory Notices .. nil 
* complied with oH nil 
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SCHOOLS. Most of the sehools are provided with suffi- 
cient bucket closets -— a few have water clo- 
sets connected with ceskbools. Very few 


of the schools have a drinking water supply. 


PACTORIES, WORKSHOPS and WORKPLACES. 


1. — INSPECTION of FACTORIES, etc. - 


Inspections. Written Prosecutions. 


Notices. 
Factories a nil nil nil 
Workshops & ) 
Work—places ) .. 26 nil nil 


2. DEFECTS found in FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS, 
ena WORK-PLACES :- o- nil 


OUTWORKERS:— None registered. 
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The general Housing Conditions remain almost stationary — 
there is still a shortage of cottages, although there 
has been a slight increase in the nimber of new houses 
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erected during the year. 


OVERCROWDING:— is not so marked as in the urban district, 
although in many districts families are crowded owing 
to the shortage of houses. 


The chief difficulty in dealing with unfit houses is 
that the rent paid is not sufficient for the owner to 
meet the expenses of the repairs, he would therefore 
prefer to close the houses rather than repair them, 

and usually there is not another house available for 


the tenant. 


The main defects found in wnfit houses are defective 
roofs, floors, and plaster to walls & ceilings; damp 


walls and general decay. 


No representations have been made with regard to unheal—- 
_ thy areas. There are no bye-liaws relating to houses 


let in lodgings, tents, vans or sheds. 


HOUSING STATISTICS for the YEAR 1 9 2 5. 


Number of New Houses erected during the year:- 
(a) Total _ win. 2 


(ob) With State assistance under 
the Housing Acts — 
(1) by the local authority 6 
(11) " other bodies or per- 
sons ~ 
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1. Unfit Dwelling—houses —- 


Inspection - (1) Total number of dwelling-) 
houses inspected for housing defects ) 
(under Public Health or Housing Acts ) 70 


(2)Mwaver of dwelling—houses which were in~) 
spected and recorded under the How ) 
Sing (Inspection of District) Regu- ) 
lations, 1910, or the Housing Consol-—) 
idated Regulations 1925 ) 132 
(3)Number of dwelling~houses found to be ) 
in a state so dangerous or injurious ) 
to health as to be unfit for human hab-— 


itation .. a a Nil 


those referred to twnder the preceding 

. gsub—-heading) found not to be in all 
respects reasonably fit for human hab—-) 
itation si cae ‘its ) Nil 


) 
(4)Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of 
) 


2. REMEDY of DEFECTS WITHOUT SERVICE of FORMAL NOTICES:— 


Number of dwelling—houses rendered fit in) 
consequences of informal action by 
the Local Authority or their officers ) 20 


3. ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS:— 


A. Proceedings under Section 26, of the Housing, 
Town Planning, &c. Act, 1919 — 
and under Sec. 3, of the Housing 
Act, 1925 - 


(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect ) 
of which Notices were served requiring) 
repairs 


(2) Number of dwelling—houses which were 
rendered fit :- 
(contd. ) 
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(a) by owners 


(>) by Local Authority in de- 

fault of owners None 

(3) Number of dyrelling—houses in respect 

of which Closing Orders became opera— 

tive in pursuance of declarations by 
orners of intention to close 


B. Proceedings under Public Health Acts. — 


(4) Number of dwelling—houses in respect 
of which notices were served requir- 
ing defects to be remedied Nil 


eee eee? eee 


(2) Nwaber of dwelling-houses in which 
defects were remedied:-— 


{a) by owners es Nil 


-- (b) by ioeal authority in 
default of owners Nil 


G. Proceedings under Section 17 #218 of the 


Housing, Town Planning, &c. Act, 1909 - 


(1) Number of representations made with 
a View to the making of Closing Or- 
ders 


(2) Number of dwelling—houses in respect 
of which Closing Orders were made 


(3) Number of cwelling—-houses in respect 
of which Closing Orders were determin 
the dwelling—houses having been ren- 
dered fit 


(4) Number of dwelling-houses in respect 
of which demolition Orders were made 


E 


(5) Number of dwelling-houses demolished 
in pursuance of demolition orders 
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(a) 


INSPEGTION and SUPERVISION of FOOD:-~ 


MILK SUPPLY:— Milk is produced from 135 Cowsheds 


in this district and is largely brought to the Milk 
Pactories direct or sent up the line from local sta=+ 
tions to Bournemouth, London &c. Some is brought 


into Dorchester for retail daily and some is used 


for making goods (butter, cheese). - 


There is room for much improvement in the premises 
and still more so in the methods of milking; mil- 
King overalls, and hands should be clesner and espe- 
cially the milking stools which are usually very foul. 
Those in charge of milking seem to have scarcely any 
knowledge of how to produce clean milk. _ 

There is no “certified” or "Grade A” Milk produced 

in this district. 


(ob) MEAT:— The Sanitary Inspector has been appointed Meat 


Inspector under the Public Health (Meat) Regulations 
1924. 

One carecase of a beast was condemned and destroyed 
durins the year. Condemned meat is buried with lime. 
There is no destructor, and no public slaughter—nouse. 


18. 


-7f90% ‘To KOI IVAgITe ‘bre “wo1 
iki inne teeter 
ehehiawo) 6&I mort beeuhoug et ALIN 
HIiiM edit of toavotd yienisl at one erent 
~2'& Isool moet wontt o8F ay tree <6 toezrb au 
figvowd ef emo2 .o8 notvied .dfrromerarroft on : 
boas ef omoe One viteh ffatee a0? 19 teesdorot 


-  ,leeegde  $selttud) aboog ant 
aeniimirg ef ok teamevorqmt done Tot moot at stieut 
~-[im iunbtiltn to boittes edt mt oe c <0 ‘tr. re 


Aas “~ 


"3 i 2e iD od an ke a abnad pris seLkarevo = 


. : re 
viet winhtens avean «+ ¢ “y 


Loyos meet eat soterdanl vwaetine? eat” 


bik | 
¥ 
o 
ako 
ad 
4 
ej 
ae. 
’ 
= 
tim 
“ 
‘we 
a 
ao 
. 
—* 
ee 


leet or ieil ect ce ety 18 


rouseeh orm beseebreo eew teased ® to 


oe 


-6mtf riitiw heturd at gsen bermshnod 2367 6 


SeHon—wdiacve fs otiduc on Snie bei 


i aly 


Slaughter-houses In 1920: In Jan. 1925: In Dec.1925: 


oe Registered o's 4 4 7 
TOTAL —- 4 4 7 
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(ec) OTHER POODS:- There are five bakehouses, none of which 


are "wndergroiwmd bakehouses.*® 


COMPARATIVE TABLE of INFECTIOUS DISEASES, notified during the 


pp ne) SOOM: witeers ~ Gretner, two sons and daugh- 
i82i. 1932. 3923. 1924. 1925. 
Yar -— ae ao ¥ 


: Diphtheria + i 
‘Enteric Fever 4 . 3 3 i i 
Erysipelas = 1 i I 2 
Malaria - 

(non-indiginous ) _ ge 1 1 2 
Pneumonia -— | 

(acute primary ) - 3 ~ 4 8 
Pneumonia - 

(Influenza ) - ne a 5 4 
Searlet Fever 8 5 7 21 14 
Tuberculosis — : 

(Respiratory ) 17 14 17 16 15 
Tuberculosis — 

(Other forns) 4 3 1 3 5 
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PREVALENCE OF, and CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS DISEASES:- 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES GENERALLY: 

The foregoing Table shows the prevalence of Infectious 

Diseases during the previous five years. 

In 1924, October to December, en epidemic of Scarlet 

Fever broke out in the Dorset Mental Hospital. 

During the past year the chief event wmder this heading 

was an outbreak of Scsriet Fever, which was traced to 

a dairy, from which milk was distributed in the borough 

of Dorchester. 

I examined the four milkers — (Father, two sons and daugh- 

ter) — but all were in good health, nor did they admit 

that any illness had occurred in their family. - 

But on careful examination of an infant in the dsiryman's 

house, I fomd evidence of peeling on the feet, and in 

the village school I found two out of four more chilaren 

of this family were also peeling with Scarlet Fever. - 

There is no doubt that the daughter in attending to the 

younger children between the milking times, conveyed 

the infection to the milk supply. The supply was imme- 

diately stopped and all infected milk destroyed, the uten- 

sils boiled and a fresh batch of milkers put on to milk, 
20. 
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TABLE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


to Hospital. 


Notified. 
Cases Admitted 
Total Deaths. 
Under One Year. 


Total Cases 


In. B 3 45 Se FO- 1% “205 as-' 35— 46- .65- 


i 


Diphtheria 1 1 s 


Scarlet ae 


Fever 14 11 1 ~< 6 é 1 3 1 


Enteric X 

Fever 1 1 ~ “i : 
Malaria - 
‘(non-indig- 

inous) - - - - 


Erysipelas 


Pneumonia - 
Influenzal ~ _ ~ = 


Pneumonia — 
acute — 


primary 6 -% = - 4 1 1 2 1 


2. ae oe ee oe ee ee ee ee ee 
X The Enteric Fever case was treated in the Dorset Mental Hospital in special isolation. 


20 ae 


SO A A et I een te ncn geass spss eS SS ye oe 


tween eS a at SE ae ee ee ee eA Rg NAR Ne 


quO8n@ ) ee ees we as 
 obtet alaes | 


— a a ii re ta I Es no «6 ee Nena = men 


+o ee eae ecm cet + Api eee ce Tr i Sh SEEN hl ery eth ~ mie mel 


a a ot cre Oe * RUnry —n Pu. mee A he te a it. Sete letras 
a 7 = e 
4 = M) $ , 
—s Sa RE Et ree ee emer SE SNR mE ERs Tr A ot =, ere pon rye ns wh i iw mens lightening emt ania sent iaiammeatl 
: 
Tht Stat y oe rT r he ‘i a 
Thysyesys } 7 3 
PC RN i er wt PN RIN ween oy Can daw7 pala ohana th a ee ee es ae 3 cpvcietaelipnaitiDiels am Se ee a a 
De, & g e — 
eo, > r ; tei 4 So 7. wr. a a — 
a ie a “ a "hia ” = a te 2) 2S: ae a Va es 
uf ts oe 
% © 2 in) a 
ba ey » her} i 2 aeeneees vane Ep eee ee 1 lic i ita ph alliemae 
tay! 


DIPHTHERIA. 


OTHER. 


and other suitable precautions taken. The children were 


immediately Bemoved to hospital. 


Only one case was notified. This, a chiid of 4 
years of age, wes removed to hospital and made a complete 


recovery. 
One case occurred in the Dorset Mental Hospital. 


Six cases were notified, all were treated at their 
homes. One case died. No case of Influenzal Pneumonia 


was notified. 


Sputum from suspected cases of Tuberculosis is sent 
by practitioners to the Laboratory, King St., Poole, and 
expenses defrayed by the County Coimcil as part of the 
Tuberculosis Scheme. 


Pathological and Bacteriological examinations have 
been carried out at the Laboratory, Old Library House, 
Dean Park Road, Bournemouth. 

Medical practitioners send swabs from suspected 
Diphtheria cases the result is sent direct to them and a 
copy of the report is sent to me. Diphtheria antitoxin 
is provided by the Local Authority, and supplied by me 
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‘TUBERCULOSIS. 


to the Medical practitioners as required. 

There is no Disinfecting Station nearer than Weymouth. 
Cases of Infectious Disease whi ch cannot be properly 
isolated at home are taken to the Radipole Isolation 
Hospital by motor aabulence. The rooms are immediately 
disinfected, or in cases where the patients are treated 
at home, after recovery. 

There has been no case of Smallpox during the five years, 
and therefore no case of vaccination under the 1917 Regu- 


lations. 


In accordance with the 1924 Tuberculosis Regulations 
the register has been Kept up to date by the erasion of 
cases that have left the district, died or recovered. 

On 3lst Decr., 1925, there were residing in this rural 
district thirty-eight eases of respiratory Tuberculosis 
and fourteen cases of other forms thus:- 

Pulmonary tuberculosis - 15 males - #35 females. 


Other forms of ) . 
tuberculosis ) = 6 * - 8 ° 


Total 52 cases - of these 20 reside in the Dorset Mental 
Hospital; the remainder are distributed in tne follow 
ing districts - thus:- 
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Broadmayne ~ 1 

Came ae fool | 

Charminster ee 2 

Chilfrome .. — 1 

Dewlish aril 7 1 

Frome Vauchurech ale 2 

Little Bredy ne 2 

Maiden Newton ine 1 

Martinstown ea x 

Piddlehinton isis 3 

Puddletown ee ee i Exe 

Stinsford .. ee i 

Stratton ee ee 2 

West Knighton te 2 

West Stafford ale 1 

—-- $UBEROCULOSI S t= 

eB. : Deaths. 
onary. Non-pulmonary » Pulmonary. Non—pulmonary. 
Me F e Me F s Me iy J Me P e 
o~ = ae Pa = = = = es 
1- = - = = ~ - 1 = 
5- 2 1 i = ~ - - = 
10 ~ - ~ - _ - - ~ 
15- - _ 1 ~ ~ - - - 
20— 1 1 -- = | - - _ 
25- 2 2: bs - 2 2 - - 
35- 2 2 ~ - 2 1 1 = 
45- 1 - ~ ~ ~ - - = 
55-- x - al 1 - = ~ = 
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1921. 1922. 1923. 1924. 1925. 
_ Total Births 159 151 142 132 140 
" Deaths ) 94 101 98 > oe 90 
Birth-rate 18.1 17.2 16.2 14.9 15.8 
Death—-rate 10.7 11.5 22..2 13.0 10.2 
. ) 
Infantile Mortality : 50.3 66.2 77.4 45.4 57.1 
Women dying in ) 

Childbirth - - - 1 1 
Deaths from Measles = - 1 - ~ 
Deaths from Diar- ) 

yhoea (under 2 yrs.) 
of Age). - ~ - 1 st 
Deaths from Whoop- ) 

ing Cough ; 2 1 2 ~ - 


[23] 
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No. of New Houses... 11 


dicen pence iin nA AA CECE CCC 


In reviewing the above Table of Statistics for the past Five 
Years, it will be seen that there is a marked fall in the birth- 
rate. The average for the first three years of the period 
peing 17.1 and for the last three years only 15.6. The Death- 
rate remains about stationary. 

An improvement is noticed in the number of New Houses. 

The district as a whole has remained very free from infec- 
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